The Essential Mission

Workshop Outline


Introduction by Lead: 20 Minutes
Administrative Announcements

Workshop Schedule

Breaks

Bathrooms

Cell Phones set to stun

Introductions of participants
Speaker Introduction & Opening: 1 Hour
Workshop Output

· Parish Mission Statement

· Parish Goal 1 Objectives and Strategies

· Parish Mission Goal 2 Objectives and Strategies

· Parish Mission Goal 3 Objectives and Strategies

· Tracking Chart

· Essential Mission Ministry Activity Chart

· Calendar of Essential Mission Events/Activities
Why Evangelize?

· Matthew 28:19-20 (The commissioning of the Disciples); “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am always with you, until the end of the age.”
·  Pope Paul VI says  In his 1975 Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi (On Evangelization in the Modern World) “the task of evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the Church.“
·  In March 1990, the Committee on Evangelization of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops (NCCB) presented plans to develop a national plan and strategy for evangelization . Go and Make Disciples: A National Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States was approved on November 18, 1992.

·   In his December 2000 “Address to Catechists and Religion Teachers
Jubilee of Catechists“, then Cardinal Ratzinger said:  

“Human life cannot be realized by itself. Our life is an open question, an incomplete project, still to be brought to fruition and realized. Each man's fundamental question is: How will this be …? How does one learn the art of living? Which is the path toward happiness?
Reference Material Discussions: 30 minutes
· Evangelii Nuntiandi, 

· Go and Make Disciples: A National Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States, 

· REDEMPTORIS MISSIO, 
· Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger on the New Evangelization (The Art of Living)
To evangelize means: to show this path—to teach the art of living.” 

Be Not Afraid: 1 Hour
Goals and Strategies: 1 Hour

Lunch:  Working Lunch Suggested
Brainstorming and Plan Development: 3 Hours
Examine: What is already being done : 45 Minutes

(136c: They should consider how to give their present ministry a clearer evangelizing focus: ask(ing) parish leadership, especially pastors who have a critical leadership role, to understand their ministry in terms of this plan  136E Local, diocesan, and national organizations need to renew their own mission with a view to evangelization.

Enhance: 45 minutes
What more can be done 136C how new ministries might be formed to achieve the goals of this plan. 

Establish Evangelization Committee / Teams Engine : 30 minutes

136C Each parish should have an evangelization team trained and prepared to help the whole parish implement the goals and objectives of this plan. These teams could help train Catholics in evangelization and provide resources to individuals, families, and parish groups. 

Engage: Move Forward: 30 minutes

 (Take Action) 131 Make the goals of this plan real. Discover how the Spirit is leading you to evangelize. Search out how it can reshape our parishes and our institutions. 

· Pray – 131 Pray that God's Holy Spirit will give Catholics in this nation the kind of faith needed to begin evangelizing seriously. 

· Invite All believers to discover ways that he or she can realize this plan in every way appropriate—personally, in the family, in the neighborhood and parish, or as part of a larger organization. 

· Make Disciples how the Spirit is leading you to evangelize. 

Report Progress: 20 Minutes
Record and Share Lessons Learned 

Wrap Up: Sharpen Parish Mission: 20 Minutes:
Example;

Your PARISH name, in the Roman Catholic your diocese, is a community of God’s people that has been led and sacraments administered by religious of  Diocese or Holy Order since the foundation of the Parish in what year.

We are a people of diverse backgrounds united by God through the Gospels, the teachings of the Church and the pursuit of common goals.

We seek to deepen our personal union with Jesus Christ and to grow as a faith community. We seek to enrich our heritage of care and concern for all, especially for those in need, by being instruments of God’s love and healing to the world around us.

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we pledge ourselves to pursue this mission by participation in the liturgical, educational and social ministries of the Church.

We recognize that to be effective, these ministries require spiritual, physical and financial resources, and we accept our responsibility as Christian stewards to provide them.
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